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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the shielding sensor with the sensor 
window and photoreceptor must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a 
drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Information Disclosure Statement 
2. The information disclosure statement filed 8-6-2003 has been considered. 



Application/Control Number: 10/635,738 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2852 

Reasons for Allowance 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claims are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art of record does 
not teach or suggest a system for shielding sensors from airborne particulate matter in the 
environment of an electrostatic image reproduction device, said system comprising a moving 
surface; at least one sensor; and a shield having at least one shield window, said shield adapted to 
be placed between said moving surface and said sensor, and said shield at least partially encloses 
a subsystem of said image reproduction device; wherein the movement of said surface, and said 
shield and said shield window cooperate to move air through said shield window past said sensor 
toward said moving surface. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Prior Art of Record 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Fujisawa (JP200 1-83748); Sugino (JP63-13064); Fujie (JP54-156547A); and 
JP2000-56643A all teach pertinent prior art. 
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Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quana Grainger whose telephone number is 571-272-2135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on weekdays between the hours of 7-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http ://pair-direct.uspto . gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



n 




Quana Grainger 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2852 



QG 



